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American Legion Broad Ripple Post 3 
6379 N. College Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46220 

317-255-0574 
brpost3@gmail.com 

Broad Ripple Post 3 Welcomes 
National Commander LaCoursiere 

Post 3 Hosts National Commander James LaCoursiere at luncheon in 
his honor as part of week-long tour of the Department of Indiana 
                                                                                                                                              

POST  TIDBITS

James A, LaCoursiere, Jr. was elected Na-
tional Commander last August at the 105th 
National Convention in New Orleans.  An 
Air Force veteran, Cmdr. LaCoursiere is a 
member of Post 91 in Moosup, CT who, in 
twenty-seven years of Legion member-
ship, served in numerous state and na-
tional leadership roles.  

Cmdr. LaCoursiere set a hectic pace for 
his Indiana tour to visit twelve Legion 
posts in six days, including at least one 
post in each of the eleven districts.  The 
tour began on Monday, April 14 in Milan 
and Richmond, then on Tuesday before 
traveling to Indianapolis breakfast at Post 
608 in Pendleton, lunch at Broad Ripple 
Post 3 and dinner at Post 155 in Carmel.   
After Indy the tour moved on to Lafayette 
and Crown Point on Wednesday, South 
Bend and Kendallville on Thursday, and 
Roanoke and Brazil on Friday.  The tour 
would finally finish on Saturday with dinner 
at Post 463 in Tennyson near Evansville.

Upon arrival Cmdr. LaCoursiere was wel-
comed by Cmdr. Peter Holtz and 11th Dis-
trict Cmdr. Dan Cunningham with a tour of 
the post home and its extensive collection 
of military memorabilia on display.  After a 
tasty lunch prepared by Post Chef Andy 
May, Cmdr. LaCoursiere delivered pre-
pared remarks that began in an informal 

Cmdr. LaCoursiere delivers his prepared remarks ac-
companied by (L-R) Indiana Cmdr Rob Burkhart and 
National Executive Committee member Kenny Cooper

11th District Cmdr. Dan Cunningham and Adjutant 
Wayne Yankovich welcome the National Commander
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style but soon turned serious as he moving-
ly spoke of the American Legion family of 
over 12,000 posts, their long record of in-
volvement in local communities, and espe-
cially so in urging everyone to “keep in 
mind and heart” the Legion’s number one 
mission, the “Be The One” mission to save 
veterans’ lives by “destigmatizing mental 
illness” to prevent the tragedy of veteran 
suicide. 

Cmdr. LaCoursiere thanked Cmdr. Holtz 
and Post 3 for its dedication and service to 
the community and presented a photo-
graph and several mementos of his visit. 
Cmdr. Holtz presented Cmdr. LaCoursiere 
with a gold medallion from the 2024 Indy 
500 race followed by Cmdr. Cunningham 
presenting a plaque commemorative of In-
dianapolis to thank the National Comman-
deer for “continuing to serve the country 
through the American Legion”.  

Before departing Cmdr. LaCoursiere gener-
ously took time to pose for photos and an-
swer questions as he expressed confidence 
in the Legion’s future: “Our organization will 
continue to grow as long as we do what we 
should be doing, being involved in the 
community and nurturing our future with 
children and youth programs.”

   

Cmdr. LaCoursiere admires Post 3’s extensive collection 
of military memorabilia.

Discussing Post 3’s community service activities while 
viewing a slideshow of recent program highlights.

Cmdr. LaCoursiere eyes the various dishes of a tasty 
lunch offered by Post Chef Andy May,

Cmdr. LaCoursiere had lunch with an assemblage of 
about thirty Post 3  members and guests.
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Cmdr. LaCoursiere thanked Cmdr Holtz and Post 3 
as he presented a souvenir photo and mementos

Cmdr Holtz displays a gold medallion of the 2024 
Indy 500 as his souvenir gift for Cmdr. LaCoursiere

Cmdr. Cunningham presented an Indy commemora-
tive plaque to thank the National Commander for his 
continuing service to the American Legion

Afterwards Cmdr. LaCoursiere generously took time 
to pose for photos with members and guests, here 
with Post 3 member Darrell Asher 

Post Installs New Officers for 2025-2026 
The April 2 stated meeting commenced with Past 11th District Cmdr. Rex Ikemire installing 
new post officers for 2025-2026.  Following the tradition of installing officers, Ikemire en-
joined the officer candidates to remember that the welfare and success of the post depend 
on them, as does the preservation of the integrity of the American Legion.  They should al-
ways strive to protect the good name of The American Legion with the people and help 
them to know the Legion’s purposes and policies.  They should remember the tolerance that 
animates us as members, that there is no rank among us for we all serve as equals.  We are 
all aiming for the same goals—the ideals of justice, freedom, democracy and loyalty.  They 
should remember, too, the cardinal principles of The American Legion as represented by the 
Four Pillars:  rehabilitation of disabled veterans; care of the dependents of those who have 
answered the final call; care of those now suffering from wounds, disease and want; educa-
tion of our children and service to the community, state and nation.  With that the installing 
officer administrated the oath of office to the officer candidates.  
  
[End article.  Refer to the last page for a complete list of elected and appointed officers—Editor] 
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Past 11th District Cmdr Rex Ikemire delivering 
remarks prior to administering the oath of office.

Officer candidates preparing to take the oath of office, 
L-R: Peter Holtz, Cmdr; Dean Schnellinger, Vice Cmdr; Bill 
Scott, Adjutant; Armando Moralez, Chaplain; William Diehl, 
Judge Advocate; Rees Morgan, Historian; Roger Vandrey, 
Service Officer; Ben Olsen, Corresponding Adjutant; 
Jerome Traub, Sargeant-At-Arms

Post Honors Three 
IMPD Officers 
By Dan Cunningham, PCP, 
Awards Chair, Finance  
Officer & 11th Dist. Cmdr. 

Broad Ripple Post 3 continues its long-
standing programs recognizing the out-
standing performances of Indy first re-
sponders. Post 3 joined IMPD North Dis-
trict in honoring three officers as Officers 
of the Month (OOM) for the months of No-
vember and December 2024, and January 
2025.  The officers are presented a $100 
gift card at the beginning of their shift roll 
call as a token of respect and apprecia-
tion for their service to our community. 


November 2024 IMPD North District 
OOM Officer Jordan Bull 
On January 13 Post 3 joined IMPD in 
honoring Officer Jordan Bull whose cita-
tion reads:


On November 20, 2024, at approximately 
10:25 PM, IMPD North District officers 
were dispatched to the 3600 block of N 
Chester Ave on a call for help and some-
one screaming for an ambulance. Officer 
Jordan Bull arrived to find a 20-month-old 
child not breathing correctly and possibly 
choking on an unknown object. Officer 

Bull immediately provided life-saving care by 
placing the child in a position so the obstruction 
could fall out giving the child slaps on the back. 
The child began breathing again. Officer Bull 
provided lifesaving care, without hesitation, that 
resulted in the child breathing normally again. 

IFD and IEMS continued care and transported 
the child to Riley Hospital for further medical 
evaluation. Without Officer Jordan Bull on the 
scene to provide this care immediately, it is very 
possible the child could have gone into cardiac 
arrest due to lack of sufficient oxygen ex-
change. 

For his quick actions in potentially saving the 
child’s life, Officer Jordan Bull is the IMPD 
North District November 2024 Officer of the 
Month.


L-R: Lt. Mark Klonne, Rees Morgan, Peter Holtz, Dan 
Cunningham, Officer Jordan Bull, Ben Olsen, Jerry 
Traub, Cmdr. Matt Thomas. 
                            Continued next page
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Continued from previous page 
December 2024 IMPD North District 
OOM Officer Cullain Reneski 
On January 13 Post 3 joined IMPD in honoring 
Officer Cullain Reneski whose citation reads:


L-R: Marinelle Morgan, Rees Morgan, Peter Holtz, Dan 
Cunningham, Officer Cullain Reneski, Ben Olsen, Jerry 
Traub, Capt. John Arvin, Cmdr. Matt Thomas 

O n Tu e s d a y D e c e m b e r 3 , 2 0 2 4 a t 
approximately 3:34 PM, officers were 
dispatched to a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 4600 block of Allisonville Rd. Officers were 
given more information while en route and 
were made aware a 9-month-old child was 
inside the vehicle when it was taken by the 
caller's ex who was the father of the child 
inside the car. Officers were made aware that 
the male had struck the caller before taking 
her vehicle and fleeing the scene all the while 
violating a protection order that the caller had 
against the male. 

Officer Cullain Reneski used quick thinking 
and Flock hit information [Editor: Flock is a 
video surveillance system accessible by police] 
gathered from officers on the run and put out 
on the radio to quickly locate the vehicle 
driving south on Binford Blvd from E 56th 
Street. Officer Reneski remained calm and 
collected with his radio traffic and followed the 
vehicle until he had other officers with him. 
Officer Reneski initiated a high-risk vehicle 
stop inside of the fairgrounds at 39th and Fall 
Creek, the male suspect was safe ly 
apprehended, and the child was located safe 
inside of the vehicle. 

Office r Renesk i d i sp l ayed exce l l en t 
determination and investigative instinct during 

this incident, was crucial in the apprehension 
of the suspect and helped ensure the safe 
return of the baby to the mother. For his 
outstanding work on this incident, Officer 
Cullain Reneski is the IMPD North District 
December 2024 Officer of the Month.


January 2025 IMPD North District OOM 
Officer Ronnie Kwiatkowski 
On February 28 Post 3 joined IMPD in honor-
ing Officer Ronnie Kwiatkowski whose cita-
tion reads:


L-R: Cmdr. Matt Thomas, Rees Morgan, Dan Cun-
ningham, Officer Ronnie Kwaitkowski, Jerry Traub, 
Peter Holtz, Ben Olsen, Sgt. Brian Schemenaur 

On Thursday, January 16, 2025, at approxi-
mately 10:39 am, IMPD North District officers 
responded to a robbery in progress at the 
Burger King located at 7620 Shadeland Ave. 
911 callers and witnesses described a 
masked suspect jumping over the counter 
and robbing employees at gunpoint before 
fleeing the restaurant with cash. The suspect 
then left the scene in a black Chevrolet 
sedan, which witnesses described to re-
sponding officers. 

Officer Ronnie Kwiatkowski heard the broad-
cast description of the suspect vehicle and 
placed himself in a position to monitor traffic 
near E 86th St and N Keystone Ave. He con-
tinued alertly watching until he spotted a ve-
hicle matching the description driving west-
bound on E 86th St. After Officer Kwiatkows-
ki requested additional units, officers at-
tempted a traffic stop, but the vehicle re-
fused to stop. Officers initiated a vehicle pur-
suit, which continued north into Carmel. 

          Continued next page 
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             Continued from previous page 
Officer Kwiatkowski provided clear radio traf-
fic of the pursuit direction and conditions 
while operating outside his normal jurisdic-
tion. With the assistance of multiple agencies, 
including stop sticks deployed by the Carmel 
Police Department, the suspect vehicle was 
disabled in the 500 block of E 146th St. Both 
suspects surrendered without further incident 
and were placed under arrest. Cash believed 
to be stolen from Burger King was recovered; 
however, the firearm used in the robbery 
couldn't be located. The Robbery Detective 
who responded gave kudos to Officer 
Kwiatkowski and other North District officers 
for their effective response and diligence ap-
prehending armed robbery suspects. Officer 
Kwiatkowski then went above and beyond his 
normal course of duties to re-watch his dash-
cam footage in detail to see if the suspects 
could have discarded a firearm during the 
pursuit. He was able to see an instance in the 
video where the passenger had his hand out 
the window as if to drop something. Officer 
Kwiatkowski went to the location seen in the 
video, the 1300 block of W 106th St, and be-
gan walking the area. A stolen 9mm pistol 
was found discarded on the side of the road 
along with live ammunition. This recovery of a 
key piece of evidence demonstrates excellent 
police work and initiative on behalf of Officer 
Kwiatkowski. For these efforts and results, 
Officer Ronnie Kwiatkowski is the North Dis-
trict Officer of the Month for January 2025.

End article 

2024-25 4th Grade Flag  
Education Essay  
Winners Announced 
By Jerry Traub, Program Chair, 
Sergeant-At-Arms 

Ellie Sparks and Luke Moore pose above with 
11th District Cmdr. Dan Cunningham and 
Program Chair Jerry Traub as Post 3’s 
winners of The American Legion’s 4th Grade 
Flag Eduction essay contest at St. Luke’s 
Catholic School.  Each 4th grader takes a test 
to answer questions on the American flag and 
writes a tie-breaking essay on the question 
“What do you think about when you see our 
country’s flag?”.

Ellie and Luke were two of Post 3’s eight 
winners from four schools which, in addition 
to St. Luke’s Catholic School, included: 

• Christ the King Catholic School: Boy Win-

ner, Andrew Winslow  Girl Winner, Kens-
ington Wynk 


• St. Pius X Catholic School:  Boy Winner, 
Xavier Siepka;  Girl Winner: Abagail Hotka


• Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
School:  Boy Winner, William Flanagan;  
Girl Winner, Ellie Alwan


All eight winners received certificates pre-
sented at their schools with a $25 gift card.  
Each participating school received a Legion 
Certificate of Appreciation.


Continued next page 

District 11 winners Kensington Wynk (Post 3 winner) 
and Gabriel Tejada Mariscal (Post 500 winner) reading 
their essays as their parents, 11th District Cmdr. Dan 
Cunningham and Program Chair Jerry Traub look on.
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Continued from previous page 
The 2024-2025 Flag Education essay compe-
tition next proceeded to the 11th District level 
where program chairs selected the essays of 
Post 3’s Girl Winner Kensington Wynk and 
Post 500's Boy Winner Gabriel Tejada 
Mariscal from James Allison School in 
Speedway to advance to the Dept. level.  In 
January Indiana Department announced the 
2024 Flag Education essay winners:  Boy 
Winner Homer Cross, District 7, Post 22, Lin-
coln-Stockton Elementary (Greene County) 
and Girl Winner Meilynn Guo, District 1, Post 
485, St. Michael Catholic School, Schererville 
(Lake County).

That concludes the 2024-2025 4th Grade Flag 
Education Program.  Post 3 will be offering 
the program again this fall to these schools 
and others that may choose to participate.

End article 

Post 3’s Ella Christianson Wins  
Dept. Oratorical Contest, 
Advances To National 
By Ben Olsen, PPC, Program  
Chair, Corresponding Adjutant

Ella Christianson poses with Program Chair Ben Olsen 
and 11th District Cmdr. Dan Cunningham at National 
Headquarters where the contest was held. 

On March 2 Ella Christianson, Post 3’s entry 
in the American Legion Oratorical Contest, 
was judged the winner of the Indiana Dept 
competition with her oration “Save The 
Horses”.  Ella is a high school student in In-
dianapolis and will advance to the National 
final competition to be held May 17-18 at 
Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, MI.  

               End article

Post Hosts Pack 175 Annual 
Pinewood Derby 
By Ben Olsen, PPC, Corresponding Adjutant 

The Cub Scouts of Pack 175 came to Broad 
Ripple Post 3 and conducted their annual 
Pinewood Derby on the evening of January 
29, 2025.  This was a record attendance that 

filled the parking lot with overflow to the MS-
IL lot across the street due to the construc-
tion equipment from building the new Fire 
Station #32. From the included photos, you 
can readily see that we had a full house of 
excited scouts with their families.  Father 
Rob Hankee from Christ The King Catholic 
Church joined the crowd to judge the most 
unusual car contest along with Legionnaire 
Ben Olsen.The many different cars that were

             Continued next page 
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entered offered a kaleidoscope of colors and unique designs.  All the scouts were very inter-
ested to see how their car competed and were cheering after each heat.  Since there are six 
lanes on the track, all cars must run in each of the lanes to make sure they fairly compete.  
What a recording-keeping venture for the Scout leaders! At the beginning of the evening, the 
scouts carried the track pieces from the garage to the post and helped the adults set up.  Af-
ter the race winner was finally determined a number of hours later, the scouts helped carry the 
track pieces back to the garage for storage until next year.  A great time was had by all, and 
Post 3 was very happy to host this event.     End article 

National Vietnam War Veterans’ 
Day, March 29, 2025 
By Rees Morgan, PPC,  
Post Historian

There are only about 60 living Medal of Honor 
recipients today.  SFC Sammy L. Davis of 
Mooresville High School (1966), a Hoosier 
MOH hero, has been a tireless ambassador 
for veterans of all eras.  Sammy and wife Dixie 
decided to deliver a special “Welcome Home” 
message at the 50th anniversary of the Viet-
nam War’s end.  They joined with the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, the Indiana 
Department of Veterans Affairs and 1,400 vol-
unteers to deliver a commemorative book to 
every veteran serving during the Vietnam era 
of 1955 to 1975.  A Time to Honor, Stories of 
Service, Duty, and Sacrifice was created with 
assistance from the Lilly Foundation.  Twenty 
thousand copies were made available to all 92 
counties at more than 255 events over the 
past five years with copies placed in schools, 
public libraries, veteran facilities and commu-
nities.  The DAR Regents Bonnie Wooten, 
Elaine Sholty and Jill Fewell led the publishing 
effort while the IDVA provided Veteran Sup-
port Officers to process thousands of veteran 
claims. 

           Continued next page 

The DAR Vice Regent Jill Fewell, and Medal of Honor  
recipient Sammy Davis at Johnson County Armory
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On March 29, National Vietnam War Veterans Day, over one hundred veterans assembled at 
the Johnson County Armory for lunch, door prizes, a documentary The Journey Home, Huey 
helicopter rides, and the ceremony featuring SFC Davis’s harmonica rendition of “Shenan-
doah”.  End article 

What Else Is Goin’ On At The Post? Clicks ’n’ Pics

L-R Standing:  Taylor Kiland, Director 
Wimer and Mayor Hogseth 
POW-MIA Recognition Day, 
Sept 20, 2024 
Dennis Wimer, Director of the Indiana 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
presided over the ceremony at the 
Indiana War Memorial honoring for-
mer prisoners and those still missing.  
Taylor Baldwin Kiland, author and 
former navy officer, delivered the 
keynote address drawing from her 
extensive work in documenting the 
ordeals and subsequent lives of 
many prisoners of war.  Mike Chap-
man of Rolling Thunder Chapter 1 
recounted the ongoing efforts to 
repatriate the remains of recovered 
MIA.


Chaplain Mary Autry speaking with 
a veteran at the HVAF Stand Down 
held at the National Guard Armory 
to distribute food, clothing and 
benefits assistance to veterans in 
need. 

IMPD Officer Perry Renn, 10th 
Anniversary Commemoration, 
July 5, 2024 
City and iMPD officials in a solemn 
ceremony observed the 10th an-
niversary of the death of Officer 
Perry W. Renn.  Broad Ripple Post 
3 was invited to attend in appreci-
ation of its continuing support for 
recognition of IMPD officers for 
outstanding service.  


October 2024 Honor Flight 
The last flight of last year in-
cluded twice National Chaplain 
Edward Harris Jr of District 11 
seen above being greeted along 
with 76 other veterans after an 
event-filled day in Washington, 
DC.  Honor Flights are conduct-
ed by non-profit organizations 
dedicated to transporting as 
many United States military vet-
erans as possible to see the 
memorials of the respective war 
they fought in Washington, DC, 
at no cost to the veterans.  In-
terested Vietnam-era veterans 
should apply as they now have 
a priority..


Patriot Day Observances, Sep-
tember 11, 2024 
On Patriot Day weekend, Post 64 held 
an area-wide open house for local 
veterans featuring helicopter flights, 
rock bands, and attendance by WW2 
veteran Bob Pedigo, recently returned 
from D-Day anniversary ceremonies at 
Normandy.

Indiana 9/11 Memorial Service 

Helping Heroes of America and the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
held ceremonies at the Indy 9/11 
memorial site followed by a 5K run/
walk around the canal area.

HVAF Stand Down, Sept 5, 2024 

The American Legion Scout 
Knot Award, March 6, 2025 
Donald Bievenour has earned the 
American Legion Community Ser-
vice Knot in Scouting.  Each year 
this prestigious award is presented 
to less than a dozen scouters na-
tionally due the extensive service 
requirements.  Congratulations Pete 
(2023) and Don (2025)!	 	 	
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Broad Ripple Post 3 Officers 2025/2026 

Officers, Elected/Appointed Positions 

Post Commander Peter N. Holtz 317-445-6311 
Vice Commander Dean Schnellinger 317-628-6634 
Adjutant Bill Scott 408-250-3053 
Finance Officer Dan Cunningham, PPC 317-697-7994 
Service Officer Roger W. Vandrey, PPC 463-298-4525 
Judge Advocate William Diehl, PPC 317-255-6441 
Corresponding Adjutant Ben Olsen, PPC 317-459-5913 
Sargeant-At-Arms Jerome E. Traub 317-850-0844 
Historian Rees Morgan, PPC 317-245-6298 
Chaplain Armando Moralez 317-790-7865 

Executive Committee, Elected Positions 

Fred Steinhoff 317-514-8594 
Armando Moralez 317-790-7865 
Leon Bates 317-727-6320 
Andrew May 317-717-7013 
David Galvin 317-331-5850 

Post Calendar 
May 7, May Stated Meeting 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m., Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

June 4, June Stated Meeting 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m., Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

(No Stated Meeting in July) 
August 6, August Stated Meeting 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m., Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.



