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Memorial Day 2024 At Broad Ripple Post 3

By Peter Holtz, PPC 

While our calendars tell 
us that the summer 
solstice is the official 
beginning of summer, many people consider 
Memorial Day weekend to be the real start of 
summer. After all, schools are out, temperatures 
are climbing, and here in Indianapolis we enjoy 
the excitement of the Indianapolis 500 race and 
all the associated events leading up to it. “Race 
Weekend” occurs simultaneously with Memorial 
Day weekend, and in some ways, even 
overshadows it. 

Within The American Legion, we look to our Four 
Pillars and the Preamble to our Constitution to 
understand our mission and purpose. But our 
link with Memorial Day is so obvious that we 
don’t actually need a document to point that out 
to us.

At Broad Ripple Post 3 Memorial Day is not 
exactly “celebrated”, but rather commemorated.  
For decades members of Post 3 along with 
families and Scout groups have been meeting 
early on the Saturday before Memorial Day to 

Continued next page  

The scoutmasters and parents of Troop 18, Second Presbyterian 
Church assembled and ready to get to work.  Troop 18 has been 
doing this for over twenty-five years.

At left Peter Holtz consults with Assistant Scoutmaster Joshua 
Sumners of Troop 56; at right parents and scout leaders get their 
troops organized..

mailto:brpost3@gmail.com
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Continued from previous page 
share a breakfast before spreading out to place 
flags on the graves of veterans in several of the 
local cemeteries. Over the years, this tribute 
has both grown in scope and importance to 
those participating.

This year, scouts, cubs, and adults from 
Second Presbyterian Church’s Troop & Pack 
18, St. Luke’s United Methodist Church’s 
Troops 56 / 560, and Troop 343 / 514 (Pike 
Township Fire Department and Saint Monica’s 
Catholic Church) placed both flags and white 
wooden crosses on the resting places of 496 
veterans in Union Chapel Cemetery. Younger 
boys and girls from Cub Pack 175 (Christ the 
King Catholic Church) and Cub Pack 830 
(Eagle Creek Community Church) also placed 
flags and crosses. Altogether, we had about 60 
youth and 30 adults from these scouting units 
helping with this mission.

Post 3 member Bill Diehl’s family placed flags 
in Section F as they have for over thirty years. 
The Diehl family has made their own maps and 
they move with an efficiency developed 
through much experience. Rees Morgan has 
been leading our Post 3 Memorial Day efforts 
at Fall Creek Cemetery and the adjacent 
Ebenezer Lutheran Cemetery for many years. 
He has frequently had assistance from scouts 
and adults from St. Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church’s Troop 35. This effort involves flags on 
the graves of another 100 of our departed 
comrades.

You might think that locating and marking 
almost 600 grave sites would be an impersonal 
task—but it is not.  Over the past few Memorial 
Days, we have taken notice of paratroopers 
from the 11th Airborne Division, several 
bomber and fighter pilots and crewmen from 
WWII, a survivor of the USS Indianapolis 
sinking in July 1945, along with soldiers killed 
in action in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam.  In the 
calm of a summer day, your mind can wander 
Continued next page 

Each gravesite gets a flag and a cross.  At left, some last minute 
repairs; at right, a leader and her charge set to work.

Above, Cubmaster Bryant Eismeier and Committee Chair Carolyn 
Wamsley with Pack 175 of Christ the King Church, which is 
chartered by Post 3; below, two cub scouts search for their 
assigned gravestones.
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Continued from previous page 
as you wonder about the lives memorialized by these stones 
and plaques.

In January, 2021, I met a living veteran at the grave of a 
paratrooper from Company A, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 508th 
Infantry, 3rd Brigade, 82d Airborne Division. Sergeant 
Vincent Clark was killed in action in Vietnam on August 27th, 
1968. His visitor told me that he had gone through basic 
training and advanced infantry training with Vincent Clark. 
They were posted to Germany together, and after only a few 
months they went to Vietnam together where their paths 
parted as they were assigned to different units. He said that 
he did not know what happened to his friend. But I knew.

After having placed flags the year before, I looked up the 
Facebook group maintained by Company A, First Battalion 
508th Infantry. I mentioned that American Legion members 
of Broad Ripple Post 3 along with local scouts were taking 
care of Sergeant Clark’s grave on Memorial Day. A woman 
wrote to me to say her husband Ray Henry had been 
Vincent Clark’s squad leader in Vietnam. She said her 
husband lost only one soldier in Vietnam and that Sergeant 
Clark had been killed in a mortar attack. She said she was 
happy to know that people remember and honor the 
sacrifices made by the young men and women that endured 
so much for our benefit.

Every one of our fallen veterans was, and remains, the 
beloved son or daughter of a family that endured a 
tremendous loss. Some died after a long life, while others 
died far away from home and under fire. Part of our mission 
is “to preserve the memories and incidents of our 
associations in all wars”.  Memorial Day activities such as 
the Post 3 breakfast and the placing of flags gives us an 
opportunity to focus on this mission and that’s what 
Memorial Day is really all about.  

                                        

   Memorial Day Breakfast At The Post 
We must send the navy’s traditional ”Well Done” signal to 
Post Chef (and former Radioman 2/C) Andy May and his 
team of helpers, Pete Holtz, Ben Olsen, Jerry Traub, Dan 
Cunningham and Roger Vandrey, for their great job 
preparing and serving a hearty 7:30 a.m. breakfast for 
eighty-two hungry scouts, scout leaders and parents that 
Saturday morning of May 25. And well deserved kudos go                  

                Continued on next page 

Above, Union Chapel Cemetery; below, gravestone 
of Vincent Clark, KIA in Vietnam, August 27, 1968.

Below left, flags decorate a field with thirty-three 
veterans’ graves without markers; below right, the 
gravestone of Seaman 2/C Elmer L. Mullen, one of 
only 316 survivors of the sinking of the USS 
Indianapolis CA 35 with her crew of 1,195 officers and 
men on July 30, 1945.
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to Post Commander Andrew Dodge who project-managed the design, acquisition, assembly and 
installation of the post’s new audio-visual setup in time to show the inspirational video “A Price For 
Freedom”.  The video honors the 40 million Americans who have served since World War I, the 668,000 
who have fallen and the 94,000 missing and still unaccounted for.  That is what Memorial Day is all about.  
To view this video on YouTube click on A Price For Freedom.


Memorial Day Observed 
At Indiana War Memorial 
                          By Rees Morgan

Memorial Day weekend began appropriately at noon 
Friday with a solemn ceremony on the north steps of the 
Indiana War Memorial.  As the American Legion was a 
principal sponsor of the event, National Commander 
Daniel J. Seehafer,—no stranger to this event having 
served previously as National Chaplain—welcomed the 
guests.


National Commander Daniel J. Seehafer addressing guests.

The ceremony included the presentation of colors and 
music by the Capital City Chorus and the 38th Infantry 
Division Band of the Indiana National Guard.  The 
wreath-laying ceremony was led by Gold Star Families 
and followed by the playing of “Taps”, rifle salutes, a 
horse-drawn caisson, and a flyover.  The ship’s bell of 
the USS Indianapolis, normally housed in the Indiana 
War Memorial Museum, was on display but not rung as 
no serving Hoosier was lost this past year.  Lieutenant 

LTG Jon A. Jensen delivers the keynote address.

General Jon A. Jensen, Director of the Army 
National Guard, a force of almost 335,000 
soldiers, was the keynote speaker.  General 
Jensen’s address delivered on a beautiful 
spring weekend with parades, picnics, 
fireworks, and racing, nonetheless reminded 
that about 81,000 service members remain 
missing and unaccounted for from WWII and 
subsequent wars and conflicts.  


General Jensen speaking privately with Robert Pedigo 
Continued next page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZoaxJcCWoE
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Post Hosts 11th District Installation Meeting 
Dan Cunningham, PPC Installed As District 
Commander For 2024/2025

Above, Past Department Commander Mark Gullion installs the 11th District 
Officers for 2024/2025  

On June 20 the 11th District held its dinner 
meeting at Broad Ripple Post 3 for 
installation of new officers, as per tradition 
since Post 3 member Dan Cunningham, 
PPC was to be installed as the 11th 
District Commander for Membership Year 
2024/2025.  Past Department Commander 
(and Past 11th District Commander) Mark 
Gullion conducted the meeting and 
enjoined the new officers to vindicate the 
trust being placed In them by upholding 
the values, and keeping the cardinal 
purposes of the American Legion: the care 
and rehabilitation of disabled veterans, the 
care of dependents, the education of 
children and service to the community, 
state and nation.  

Mark Gullion then passed the gavel to the 
incoming 11th District Commander Dan 
Cunningham who offered brief remarks 

Continued next page 

Mark Gullion passes the gavel to incoming 11th 
District Commander Dan Cunningham to take over 
conducting the meeting.

Above, L-R:  Mark Gullion, Dan Cunningham, Paul Norton, Joseph Allen, 
Christina Owens, Ann Adcook, Wayne Yankovich, Angel Ingram, Mike Kiefer, 
Pam Wetzel, Hal Daniels, Stephen Vaughn and Rob Rowley

Afterwards, General Jensen spoke with WWII veteran and centenarian Robert E. Pedigo, a B-24 nose 
gunner who actually flew on a bombing mission over the Normandy beaches on D-Day.  Within two 
weeks after this Memorial Day observance Pedigo would travel to Normandy to participate in the 80th 
Anniversary observances of D-Day and be personally honored by President Joe Biden and President 
Emanuel Macron of France.  Petigo has been inducted into the Indiana Veterans Hall of Fame.    End article 
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Continued from previous page 
that emphasized membership, the retention and 
recruitment of members that can best be attained 
through programs that provide service to the 
community.  Programs drive membership and hopefully 
every post in the district will have a diverse and robust 
offering of programs in the coming year.  New 11th 
District officers along with Commander Dan 
Cunningham include:  Harold Daniels, Vice 
Commander; Pam Wetzel, Vice Commander; Angel 
Ingram, Vice Commander; Christina Owens, Vice 
Commander; Wayne Yankovich, Adjutant; Ann Adcook, 
Service Officer; Yvette Fancher, Chaplain; Joseph 
Allen, Historian; Stephen Vaughn, Sergeant-At-Arms; 
Michael Kiefer, Judge Advocate.  


Post Honors First Responders 
At June Stated Meeting

Post Commander Andrew Dodge congratulates IMPD Officer 
David Woloszyn for his achievements as Post 3’s Law Officer of 
the Year.

Dodge.   Indianapolis Fire Department (IFD) 
Captain Ronald Kautsky was unfortunately unable 
to be present because of his on-call duty status 
with the fire department.  

This was an unusual occasion in that both of Post 
3’s awardees had already been submitted to, and 
selected by, 11th District as winners at the district 
level.  In fact, both awardees had been honored at 
the 11th District Awards Banquet held on May 18 
at Post 3 which was covered in the May issue of 
Post Tidbits.  You can access the May issue by 
clicking Post Tidbits May Issue to reference the 
article and view the award citations for Captain 
Kautsky and Officer Wolosyzn.

Both Captain Kautsky and Officer Wolosyzn have 
been entered as finalists for the Department of 
Indiana award to be presented at the convention 
in July.  The winners there will be submitted to 
National for consideration of the national award to 
be presented at the 2025 national convention.

On June 5 Broad Ripple Post 3 held its awards 
ceremony for Law Officer of the Year and Firefighter of 
the Year.  Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department 
(IMPD) Officer David Wolosyzn was congratulated and 
presented with a plaque by Post Commander Andrew 

Officer David Wolosyzn and his wife Theresa and daughter 
Sophie pose with Post Commander Andrew Dodge 

End article

https://www.brp3.org/files/NL24-03_May_2024_Newsletter.pdf
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Post Honors Two IMPD 
North District Officers 

By Dan Cunningham, PPC

L-R: Rees Morgan, Ben Olsen, Dan Cunningham, Officer 
Christopher Gardner, Officer Ronnie Kwiatkowski, 
Commander Matt Thomas, Jerry Traub

he had already killed the child and he was going 
to kill himself. This was accompanying a picture 
of them seated in the front seat unconscious. The 
suspect also sent a picture of himself pushing a 
knife into the mid-section of the child. The end of 
the knife was obscured by the [child’s] outer 
garment (coat).


Officer Gardner acted quickly and had Dispatch 
use available technology to locate the suspect. 
Officer Kwiatkowski began gathering information 
on the suspect and possible locations he could 
be found. 


Officer Gardner contacted the on-call Missing 
Persons Detective, James Burton (27303). 
Detective Burton quickly responded to the scene. 
He gathered the information to put out an Amber 
Alert.


Officer Gardner began coordinating with MNW 
[IMPD North West] District. He provided locations 
where the suspect may live or be staying. He 
provided the vehicle description and the fact the 
suspect was currently armed with a large knife.


Northwest Officer Timothy McGinley (41945) was 
one of the many officers attempting to locate the 
suspect vehic le on Northwest Dist r ic t . 
Miraculously he located the vehicle in a business 
parking lot in the 5500 block of N. Michigan Rd. 
Northwest District Cars responded and took the 
suspect into custody. The child was located in 
good health in the vehicle.


Officer Gardner and Detective Burton responded 
to the scene on Michigan Road. The knife was 
recovered. The cell phone he recorded the video 
and pictures on was also recovered. Once in 
custody the suspect continued his violent 
behavior. He resisted officers and injured an 
officer on the scene.


End article

On Monday, July 8 four members of Post 3 joined 
IMPD North District to honor Officers Christopher 
Gardner and Ronnie Kwiatkowski as officers of the 
month for March, 2024.  Their joint citation reads 
as follows:


Easter Sunday, March 31st, 2024, Officer 
Christopher Gardner (20881) and Officer Ronnie 
Kwiatkowski (K6775) were dispatched to Holiday 
Park 6363 Spring Mill Rd on a Non-Custodial 
Abduction. Upon arrival the officers met with a 
woman. She advised her one (1) year old son, was 
taken from her residence near E 38th St and 
Meadows Drive. She stated her child was taken by 
his non-custodial parent. The woman began calling 
and texting the suspect asking for their son to be 
returned. He told her she could pick him up at 
Holiday Park. She drove to Holiday Park. The 
suspect was not at the park. The suspect began 
sending her pictures, texts, and videos. He told her 



American Legion Broad Ripple Post 3 June-July 2024 

Copyright © 2024 Broad Ripple Post 3, All Rights Reserved Page 8

Post Commander’s  
Corner 

By Andrew Dodge 

Don’t Be Fooled By Online Scams! 
I was working at my desk when I heard that a 
member of the Post Executive Committee 
had his checking account hacked!  He 
notified us that he had been advised to 
change his phone number as he frantically 
worked to deal with the financial turmoil of 
closing accounts, blocked deposits and 
bounced checks.  Meanwhile, another 
member had his phone list hacked and many 
of us received mysterious texts in his name 
soliciting money on false pretenses.

Anyone, no matter how knowledgeable or 
skilled in using computers and the internet,  
can become a victim of online fraud.  The 
best defense is awareness and education 
and you can educate yourself and get help 
from the American Legion which has 
excellent website resources to assist and 
guide you. Just click the following:  Tips For 
Veterans To Protect Against Fraud.  

Forewarned is Forearmed!  Take a look at this 
useful website soon!

Post Members Conduct 
Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor Ceremony 

By Rees Morgan

Broad Ripple Post 3 members Anthony Conley, 
Scoutmaster of Troop 123 (Edna Martin Christian 
Center), and Reginald DuValle, Troop Committee 
Member, conducted an Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
ceremony for Robert Anthony Smith, Jr.  Robert’s 
Eagle Scout Service Project was the refurbishment of 
the kickball field for Nur Allah Islamic Center.  Robert 
has plans to enlist In the US Marine Corps and will be 
off to Marine boot camp in San Diego this summer.  
Congratulations and good luck Robert!


Anthony Conley served in the Army Signal Corps in 
Korea and has taught history in high school and 
college.  Reginald DuValle graduated from the Air 
Force Academy, has worked in support of veterans 
in his community and is president of the Indianapolis 
Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen.  Their experience 
and commitment to adult scouting and working 
together with other troop leaders have resulted in 
seven scouts ascending to Eagle rank, the highest 
scouting rank, in Troop 123 in the past three years, 
with two more pending.  Well done Anthony and 
Reginald!


Left to right, Anthony Conley, Robert Smith and   Reginald DuValle

Notes For The Post 

By Bill Scott, Adjutant 

Happy New Year!! 
New membership year that is.  July 1 is the 
start of the 2025 membership year so look for 
your renewal notice in the mail with the new 
dues rate of $50 per annum.  PUFL  members

Continued next page 


https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/261098/tips-veterans-protect-against-fraud
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/261098/tips-veterans-protect-against-fraud
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Editor’s Lair 

By Bill Scott

You may have noticed this issue of Post Tidbits 
has a lot of stuff!  That’s because Post 3 has 
been pretty busy lately, out there doing lots of 
stuff for the Legion and the community.  Post 
Tidbits is merely a reflection of the Post 3 
membership and their willingness to share what 
they’ve been up to. So when the post is busy 
we have lots to talk about—and when the post 
is less involved, perhaps not so much.  June 
has now turned into July, summer has arrived, 
school’s out and with lots of people on vacation 
less will be going on.  So, we decided to 
designate this busy issue as the June-July issue 
covering the first two months of summer.  Will 
there be a busy August-September issue to 
round out the summer?  Perhaps so, depending 
on what the post is up to. We’ll be sure to  keep 
you “posted”. 


End article

If you’ve driven past the post lately you might have 
noticed something going on at the far end of the 
parking lot.  On June 13th The Indianapolis Fire 
Department held a groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new Station #32 with Mayor Joe Hogsett in 
attendance.  Now workers (furnished with their 
porta potties) and heavy equipment have moved in 
and started construction which is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of August, 2025.


End article

Continued from previous page

and members with National 3-Year-Memberships 
or Department 10-Year-Memberships should not 
receive a notice.  You will receive your 2025 
membership cards in the mail very soon.  

Other members can renew by mail using the 
renewal notice from Department, or you can 
renew online by clicking Renew Online, entering 
your Member ID and Last Name in the displayed 
fields, then clicking ”Submit” at the bottom of the 
page.  Don’t wait, do it today!

,


New Firehouse Construction 
Underway! 

https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/Renew#legion-org
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2024/2025 BROAD RIPPLE POST 3 OFFICERS 

OFFICERS—ELECTED/APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Post Commander Andrew Dodge 812-756-8429 
1st Vice Commander Dean Schnellinger 317-628-6634 
2nd Vice Commander William Schreiner 317-716-1444 
3rd Vice Commander Andrew May 317-717-7013 
Adjutant Bill Scott 408-250-3053 
Finance Officer Dan Cunningham, PPC 317-697-7994 
Service Officer Roger W. Vandrey, PPC 463-298-4525 
Judge Advocate William Diehl, PPC 317-255-6441 
Corresponding Adjutant Ben Olsen, PPC 317-459-5913 
Sargeant-At-Arms Jerome E. Traub 317-850-0844 
Historian Leon Bates 317-727-6230 
Prior Post Commander Peter N. Holtz, PPC 317-445-6311 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—ELECTED POSITION 

Rees D. Morgan, PPC 317-245-6298 
Fred Steinhoff 317-514-8594 
VACANT 
VACANT 
VACANT 


