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Post Hosts 11th District Awards Banquet
On May 18 Post 3 hosted the annual 11th District awards 
banquet for district nominees for the American Legion 
Firefighter of the Year and Law Officer of the Year Awards.  The 
11th District nominations will go to the Department of Indiana 
which will select one nominee in each category from its eleven 
districts.  Those two nominations will go to National for the 
selection of finalists of which one in each category will be 
recognized at the American Legion National Convention in 
August.  


The 11th District Awards Chair and Post Finance Officer Dan 
Cunningham, PPC conducted the awards ceremony. The 
awards recognize individuals that have exceeded the duty 
requirements expected of their position, exemplified the virtues 
of professionalism and dedication and demonstrated a distinct 
pattern of community service to their local community, state 
and nation.  Nominees for each category must be a US citizen 
that is an active, full-time, paid/volunteer assigned to a 
municipal/county fire department or police/sheriff department. 
The more than 12,000 American Legion posts nationwide 
solicited nominations for each award category from agencies in 
their communities and submited them to their districts. 


The 11th District Commander Rob Rowley and Past 
Department Commander Mark Gullion presented the awards to 
Captain Ronald Kautsky of the Indianapolis Fire Department 
(IFD) accompanied by his daughter Maria, and Officer David 
Woloszyn of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department 
(IMPD) accompanied by his wife Theresa and their daughter 
Sophie.  

                                 Continued next page 

Past 11th District and Past Department 
Commander Mark Gullion, a retired law 
enforcement office himself, spoke movingly of 
the importance of recognizing first responders 
and the significance of bestowing these 
rewards.

mailto:brpost3@gmail.com
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11th District Commander Rob Rowley (at left) and Past 
Department Commander Mark Gullion presented the award to 
Captain Kautsky as Dan Cunningham read the citation. 

Citation for Captain Ronald Kautsky 
IFD Batallion Chief Dudley Taylor’s citation states: 
“During the time that I have had the pleasure to 
serve as Ron's Battalion Chief, Ron has made my 
job much easier as I know I can depend on him to 
lead his crew [in coping with] whatever scenario they 
may encounter”; the citation continues in part as 
follows:  


Captain Ron Kautsky has been the Captain of 
Station 7, [Officer in Charge] of Tactical Team 7 and 
Captain of Rescue 7 for the past sixteen years. 
[During] that time, he has overseen and trained his 
crew to be one of the best teams in the city.  He 
holds all National Fire Protection Association 
certifications including firefighting, EMS service, dive 
rescue, topwater rescue, vehicle extrication and high 
angle rescue.


Captain Ron Kautsky is also the Treasurer of 
Firefighter's Local 416 and does an outstanding 
job maintaining the financial records for the 
union. [In one particular] labor management 
negotiation between the IFD and the city he 
presented the [contract financials in such a 

complete way that] the City controller adopted 
his report. Captain Kautsky has been a 
tremendous asset to the Indianapolis Fire 
Department and the citizens of Indianapolis. He 
represents the qualities of a leader, mentor, 
family man, and friend.


Dan Cunningham and Post Sargeant-At-Arms Jerry Traub 
congratulated Captain Kautsky and daughter Maria. 

11th District Commander Rob Rowley (at left) and Past 
Department Commander Mark Gullion presented the award to 
Officer Wolosyn as Dan Cunningham read the citation. 

                             Continued on next page

Continued from previous page
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Citation for Officer David Wolosyzn 
IMPD North District Sergeant Sydney McDaniel’s 
citation for Officer Wolosyzn reads in part as follows: 
Throughout 2023 Officer Wolosyzn consistently 
demonstrated outstanding performance in several 
investigations [that were] mostly pro-active and 
self-initiated, often [leading] to high level felony 
arrests in some of [the city’s] high violent crime 
areas. As a beat office, Officer Wolosyzn went above 
and beyond his daily duties and responsibilities to 
show that he has a special ability to detect and 
deter crime on a consistent basis. The arrests and 
investigations conducted by Officer Wolosyzn 
resulted in a safer community; some examples of his 
exemplary work:   


Stolen Vehicle Pursuit, Suspect Apprehended

On 4/22/23 Officer Wolosyzn was on routine patrol 
when he observed a black Grand Cherokee with a 
license plate that did not match BMV records. 
Officer Wolosyzn attempted a traffic stop and the 
driver fled resulting in a high-speed vehicle pursuit. 
During the pursuit, the suspect threw an assault 
rifle out of the passenger side window while 
crossing a bridge.  Apprehension of the suspect 
was made after the vehicle crashed with a blown 
tire. Officer Wolosyzn arrested the suspect and 
recovered the assault rifle from under the bridge.  
A search of the vehicle resulted in the recovery of 
an additional handgun and an amount of 
marijuana.


Armed Robbery, Suspect Apprehension

On 4/14/23, Officer Wolosyzn was working his 
assigned beat when an armed robbery occurred; 
he and his beat partners immediately searched the 
area. Officer Wolosyzn was able to identify a 
suspect that fit the description and quickly 
recognized that the subject had an outstanding 
warrant. The suspect fled on foot with a gun in his 
right hand while also displaying an extended 
magazine clip.  After a lengthy foot chase, Officer 
Wolosyzn was able to make apprehension and 

quickly realized that the suspect also had an 
additional stolen handgun in the front waistband 
of his pants allowing detectives t o  file 
[multiple] felony robbery charges. 

 

Shots Fired, Five Suspects Apprehended

On 12/22/23 Officer Wolosyzn was dispatched 
to a location where approximately ten shots 
had been fired. Wolosyzn and his beat partners 
observed five males in the area fitting the 
description of the involved parties; he and his 
beat partners seized four handguns and 
arrested three of the five individuals.  One of 
the handguns was equipped with a Glock 
switch, which the ATF [Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives] defines 
as a machine gun conversion device.


Throughout this past year Officer Wolosyzn 
has demonstrated the ability to consistently 
initiate and pursue quality investigations 
leading to the arrests of several felons and the 
re m o v a l o f n u m e ro u s fi re a r m s a n d 
significant quantities of drugs from the 
street.  Officer Woloszyn also led North District 
Middle Shift with eighty-three outright arrests 
in 2023. 


Officer Wolosyzn spends his available time on 
and of duty in the community helping to 
break down barriers to civi l ian-police 
cooperation at a high-crime apartment 
complex; he does this by talking with children 
and adults and engaging children in games of 
catch.  He also referees "wheel chair 
basketball" at the non-profit Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Indiana.


                  Continued on next page
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Deputy Chief Tanya Terry and North District Commander Matt 
Thomas (at left), Sergeant Bob Lowe (at right) and Dan 
Cunningham congratulated Officer Wolosyzn, his wife Theresa 
and daughter Sophie 

Post Honors Not One but Two IMPD 
North District Officers As February’s 
Officer of the Month

11th District Adjutant Wayne Yankovich (at left) and Post 510 
Commander Paul Norton congratulated Officer Jennifer 
Highwood (second from right) as the first runner-up for 11th 
District’s nominee for Law Officer of the Year 

                 End of article

Feb 2024 Officers of The Month 
Recruit Officers Aaron Duncan 
and Holly Armstrong 

By Dan Cunningham, PPC  
Post Finance Officer

From left:  Sergeant-At-Arms Jerry Traub, Corresponding 
Adjutant Ben Olsen, Dan Cunningham, Officer Duncan, 
Officer Armstrong, North District Commander Matt Thomas 

On April 29 three members of Post 3 joined IMPD 
North District to recognize Aaron Duncan and 
Holly Armstrong as their February Officers of the 
Month.  Their joint citation reads as follows: 


On February 1, 2024, IMPD Recruit Officers Aaron 
Duncan and Holly Armstrong were sitting in their 
police vehicles in the parking lot of Second 
Presbyterian Church located at 7700 N. Meridian 
Street. This location is one of many throughout the 
district that officers periodically stop at to provide 
a visible presence for the church and school 
congregation. Both Recruit Officers Duncan and 
Armstrong were completing a stage of their recruit 
field training identified as “solo phase” in which 
they were no longer accompanied by a field 
training officer and instead operating on their own 


Continued on next page 
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while within days of being officially released to their 
permanent probationary officer assignments.


At 4:32 p.m. both recruit officers were approached by 
a citizen who informed them that they had just 
witnessed a vehicle leave the roadway on Meridian 
Street and crash into the front of the church. The 
citizen stated they did not know if anyone was injured 
or still inside the vehicle. Both recruit officers 
immediately drove their police vehicles to the front of 
the church parking lot and observed a vehicle on fire 
that had impacted the front of the church near the 
main entrance doors. Officer Armstrong radioed 
Control requesting EMS and the fire department to 
the location while Officer Duncan grabbed a fire 
extinguisher from his vehicle. Both officers 
immediately ran toward the vehicle and upon 
approaching the driver’s side of the vehicle observed 
an incoherent and semi-responsive female in the 
driver’s seat that was bleeding and unable to self-
extract from the vehicle. Officer Duncan reached 
through the open driver’s window and unlocked the 
door. Despite heavy fire and thick smoke, Officer 
Duncan reached across the female driver and was 
able to unlatch her seat belt. While doing so, Officer 
Duncan suffered burns to his hand from the fire that 
was quickly spreading from the engine compartment 
to the interior of the car. Officer Duncan with the 
assistance of Officer Armstrong wrapped his arms 
around the torso of the female victim [as] they both 
pulled her out of the car and dragged her 
approximately 20-25 feet away from the vehicle.


Officer Duncan immediately began assessing the 
female’s injuries as the female remained semi-
conscious and was only able to express that she was 
in great pain. From prior EMS experience and 
training, Officer Duncan recognized that the female 
had life-threatening injuries that needed immediate 
medical care. Officer Armstrong picked up Officer 
Duncan’s fire extinguisher and returned to the vehicle 
where she then discharged the extinguisher 
attempting to slow down the fire which had engulfed 
the vehicle and was spreading to the outside 

structure of the church. Officer Armstrong was 
able to confirm [that] no other occupants were 
inside the vehicle. Officer Armstrong then ran 
back to the police vehicles and retrieved a trauma 
kit for Officer Duncan in addition to another fire 
extinguisher from her vehicle. Officer Duncan, 
who again is an EMT and [has] served in that 
capacity prior to joining IMPD, continued his 
[treatment] of the seriously injured female and 
administered first aid [in order] to stabilize her for 
transport once IEMS crews arrived. 


As the fire engulfed the vehicle and began 
spreading to the church structure, Officers 
Duncan and Armstrong once again picked the 
female up and carried her farther away to safety 
where Officer Duncan continued medical care. 
Officers Duncan and Armstrong can both be 
heard on body-worn camera providing continual 
reassurance and words of comfort to the female 
victim. Officer Armstrong then ran to the church 
and began evacuating staff inside the church due 
to the structure now being compromised by fire. 
Officer Armstrong then had the forethought to run 
back outside and began moving police vehicles 
to allow arriving EMS and fire department access 
to the scene. IEMS arrived and took over patient 
care at which time they immediately transported 
the female to St. Vincent’s Hospital where she 
was listed in critical condition and later 
succumbed to her injuries despite the valiant 
efforts of Officers Armstrong and Duncan.


As investigators arrived and began to review 
BWC [body-worn camera] and surveillance 
footage from the church, it was determined that 
the officers pulled the victim from the vehicle at 
4:33:40 P.M. In less than 2 minutes from removing 
the victim from the vehicle the interior 
compartment of the vehicle was fully engulfed at 
4:35:58 P.M. The vehicle had left Meridian Street 
and traveled over 250 feet before striking the 
church structure and catching fire. Despite 
suffering serious injuries from the crash, without a 
doubt the female would have suffered severe


Continued on next page 
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or fatal burns and smoke inhalation had 
Officers Duncan and Armstrong not 
taken immediate actions to remove her 
from the vehicle when they did in such 
an expeditious way. The courageous 
actions and willingness of these officers 
to act without hesitation afforded this 
female victim an opportunity for survival 
that would not have been possible had 
they not been present and performed in 
the manner that they did. 


Both Officers Duncan and Armstrong 
placed their lives in personal danger due 
to the rapidly increasing fire and 
concentration of thick smoke they were 
exposed to. Even when suffering burns 
to his hand Officer Duncan [refused] to 
let this interfere with his continued focus 
on patient care and carrying out the 
remainder of his investigative duties of 
the incident. Even as new officers with 
limited experience, these officers knew 
the danger that they faced when they 
saw the vehicle on fire and the fact that 
the fire was quickly advancing did not 
deter them from running toward the 
danger to try and save a life. In the days 
after this incident, the female victim’s 
family and church staff reached out to 
the agency and local media outlets to 
express their sincere gratitude to both 
officers for their heroic actions while 
facing great danger to try and save the 
life of another human being. The 
teamwork displayed by these officers 
was remarkable and their actions 
selfless when attempting to preserve 
life. These officers are both deserving of 
recognition to include North District 
Officer of the Month.


                End article 

Indiana Department’s 
11th District Visits 
Indiana Veterans Home 

By Rees Morgan, PPC 

The Indiana Veterans Home in West Lafayette, Indiana is 
the only such facility in the state.  It has provided a home 
for elderly veterans and wives for over 125 years.  Each 
month, one of the eleven American Legion Districts of the 
state visits the residents.  On April 21, over a dozen of our 
district members, including representatives of Broad 
Ripple Post 3, enjoyed a great meal and visit in Mitchell 
Hall with over 50 resident veterans and spouses provided 
by Squadron 64 of the Sons of the American Legion.

[Attending Purdue University in the 1960s I passed the IVH 
campus many times traveling to and from my home in LaPorte 
County.  It was a beautiful campus then and has since greatly 
changed.  I never had occasion to visit but wish I had if only to 
listen to the veterans in residence, at that time likely some 
veterans of WWI.  For more information about IVH click on this 
URL:  https://www.in.gov/ivh/. Editor]


Notes For The Post 
By Bill Scott, Post Adjutant 

American Legion To Raise Annual Dues on July 1 

Effective July 1, your annual dues will increase by $10.  
You can lock in the current rate for future years either by 
applying for a Three-Year-Membrership offered by 
National or, even better, a Ten-Year-Membership offered 
by the Department of Indiana (but only for members of 
Indiana posts).   See my article in the April edition of Post 
Tidbits by clicking here.  For your convenience, a FAQ 
sheet and mail-in application for the Ten-Year-
Membership offered by Department are attached to this 
newsletter.

                                 End article

https://www.in.gov/ivh/
https://www.brp3.org/files/NL24-02_April_2024_Newsletter.pdf


American Legion Broad Ripple Post 3 May 2024 

Copyright © 2024 Broad Ripple Post 3, All Rights Reserved Page 7

Post Members Present JROTC Awards At Local Ceremonies

Yes, A Fire Station Will Be Built! 
Groundbreaking Taking Place              
Adjacent To Post On June 13  
     By Dan Cunningham, PPC  
     Post Finance Officer

Two and a half years after 
the city purchased land 
from Broad Ripple Post 3 
for a new fire station, the 
station will finally be built.  
The Indianapol is Fire 
Department has notified 
t h e P o s t 3 L a n d 
Committee that an official 

On Thursday, May 9 Rees Morgan, Post 3 PPC (at left) presented the American Legion JROTC 
[Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps] award for military and scholastic excellence to Cadet 
Major Piper Mae Ferringer, a North Central High School Junior and the JROTC Battalion Executive 
Officer.  On Friday, April 19 Andy May, Post Third Vice Commander (at right) presented American 
Legion Awards to Cadets Grahame Curts and Corey Hines of Warren Central High School.

groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for June 13 at 10:00 
a.m. The new fire station will replace Fire Station #32 located 
at 6330 Guilford Ave which was built in 1922 making it the 
oldest station house in the IFD.   

Conceptual image of the new Fire Station #32

The current Fire Station #32 located at 6330 
Guilford Ave 
                              End article
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Letters To The Post 
[Jerry Traub the Chair of Post 3’s Flag Education 
Program received this letter and thank you card.  
Claire Svarczkoph is a fourth grader chosen as the 
Girl Winner for both Post 3’s and 11th District’s Flag 
Education contest (see Jerry’s article in the March 
edition of Post Tidbits by clicking here. Claire is such 
an amazing girl (a term often overused these days 
but not in this case) that you may find yourself 
crushing on her.  That’s Ok but you’ll have to get in 
line behind Jerry and me!  Here is Claire’s letter as 
written in her own words and you can see images of 
her thank you card nearby.  Editor] 

Hi, my name is Claire Svarczkoph.  You may 
remember me from a previous meeting.  I 
wanted to thank you all for a few things.

First, I wanted to thank you for your support.  
After I finished the aplase you all gave me after I 
finished made me smile until 9:30 at night.  then 
I had to go to bed.  

Second, for all of you who gave me their coins, 
award, and the 50 dollars.  I will treasure the 
coins for the rest of my life.

Lastly, I wanted to thank you all for your service, 
and passion for protecting our country, no 
matter Baker, Cleaner, Army Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, Marine, you are all heroes!

Kindly,

Claire Svarczkoph


This is the third edition of Post Tidbits this year with 
more to come. Post 3 prepared for Memorial Day 
observances as it has for so many years, by working 
with Scout volunteers to decorate veterans’ 
gravesites with American flags.  We will have a full 
photo layout and report of those activities in the June 
edition of Post Tidbits.  Remember that our 
newsletter is a reflection of the heart and soul of our 
American Legion post and its members in keeping 
with its traditions, values and tenets of community 
service.  Anyone in our membership can suggest an 
article. If you have an idea for an article you think 
might interest, please contact me: 408-250-3053, or 
email me at: brpost3@outlook.com.   

Editor’s Lair 

By Bill Scott 

https://www.brp3.org/files/NL24-01_March_2024_Newsletter.pdf
mailto:brpost3@outlook.com?subject=Post%20Tidbits%20Article
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2024/2025 BROAD RIPPLE POST 3 OFFICERS 

OFFICERS—ELECTED/APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Post Commander Andrew Dodge 812-756-8429 
1st Vice Commander Dean Schnellinger 317-628-6634 
2nd Vice Commander William Schreiner 317-716-1444 
3rd Vice Commander Andrew May 317-717-7013 
Adjutant Bill Scott 408-250-3053 
Finance Officer Dan Cunningham, PPC 317-697-7994 
Service Officer Roger W. Vandrey, PPC 463-298-4525 
Judge Advocate William Diehl, PPC 317-255-6441 
Corresponding Adjutant Ben Olsen, PPC 317-459-5913 
Sargeant-At-Arms Jerome E. Traub 317-850-0844 
Historian Leon Bates 317-727-6230 
Prior Post Commander Peter N. Holtz, PPC 317-445-6311 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—ELECTED POSITION 

Rees D. Morgan, PPC 317-245-6298 
Fred Steinhoff 317-514-8594 
VACANT 
VACANT 
VACANT 


