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Post Installs New Officers for 2024-2025

The April 3rd stated meeting
commenced with Rees Morgan, PPC
installing new officers for 2024-2025.
As installing officer Rees enjoined the
officer candidates in part to bear in
mind that: “The welfare and success
of this post depend on you, as does
the preservation of the integrity of the
American Legion. Protect the good
name of The American Legion with
the people of our great nation; help
them to know the Legion’s purposes
and policies. Remember the
tolerance that animates us as
members; remember there is no rank
among us for we all serve as equals.
We all are aiming for the same goals

—the ideals of justice, freedom, democracy and loyalty. Remember, too, the cardinal principles of The
American Legion:

The rehabilitation of all disabled veterans; care of the dependents of those who have answered
the final call; care of those who now are suffering from wounds, disease and want; the
education of our children; and service to the community, state and nation.”

With that the installing officer administrated the oath of office to the officer candidates.

Rees thanked outgoing Commander Peter Holtz for his “splendid service” to the post with a record of
accomplishments that speaks for itself. He then congratulated incoming Commander Andrew Dodge
and enjoined him in part to “teach and protect the cardinal principles of The American Legion
throughout your post and see that no veteran is turned away without full justice.” With that he
presented the new officers to the assembly and turned the meeting over to Commander Dodge.
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From left: Sergeant-At-Arms Jerry Traub, First Vice Dean Schnellinger, Commandeer Andrew Dodge, Adjutant Bill Scott, Third Vice Andy May,
Service Officer Roger Vandrey, Corresponding Adjutant Ben Olsen, Finance Officer Dan Cunningham, Judge Advocate Bill Diehl.

Legion Raises Annual Dues By $10!

Here Are Some Options
Bv Bill Scott. Adiutant

Inflation has finally caught up with the American
Legion prompting the first dues increase in over ten
years! The membership-year 2025 increase will
include $5 for National, $5 for the Department of
Indiana, but no increase for Broad Ripple Post 3.
Effective July 1 the total dues for Post, Department
and National will increase from $40 to $50 per
annum. For more information click
https://www.indianalegion.org/post/
membership-dues-increase-everything-you-
need-to-know

But wait! You can cushion that increase by applying
for either the three-year membership offered by
National or, better yet, the ten-year membership
offered by Indiana Department.

Regardless of whether you renew through
National or IN Department, if you renew before
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July 1st, you get a multiyear renewal at the
current dues rate. And you will not receive
renewal notices until your multiyear membership
expires.

Apply for the National 3-Year Membership
Available only from American Legion National. If
you’re renewing before July 1st, click on https://
www.legion.org/membership/261106/lock-three-
year-membership and click on “Renew” near the
top of the page. You must input your Member ID
and Last Name and then click on “Submit” (after
you accept or decline auto renewal) to reach your
Membership Renewal Notice for Three-Year
Membership at $120. If you are a new join then
click on “Join“ near the top of the page and select
the Three-Year membership option.

Remember, if you join or renew after July 1st you
must pay the new rate of $150 for the 3-Year
Continued next page Page 2
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Continued from previous page
Apply for the IN Department 10-
Year Membership

Available only from American Legion,
Indiana Department.  To get the full
scoop check out the “10-year
Membership FAQ” PDF attached to this
newsletter. If that option makes sense
for you then read on.

If you are already a member of the
American Legion, Indiana Department
you can renew with a 10-Year
Membership at the current dues rate
of $350, but you must apply by mail
before July 1st. After July 1st you can
only apply for a 10-Year Membership
by paying the new dues rate of $450.

You will find the “Ten Year Membership
Application (Mail-in).pdf” attached to this
newsletter. Just print, complete the form
and mail to the address provided with
your personal check for $350 made out
to the Department of IN, American
Legion before July 1. And that’s all there
is to it!

If you're a new join, to join the IN
Department before July 1st at the old
dues rate with a 10-Year Membership,
click on the following link: https://
www.indianalegion.org/jointen.
Complete the online form for the Ten-
Year Membership Plan including the
credit card information for payment of

$350, and click “Submit”.
End article
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Post Honors Two IMPD North District
Police Officers for Officer of the Month

IMPD Officer Joshua Jones, Officer
of the Month for January 2024.

By Dan Cunningham, Finance Officer

From left: Rees Morgan, Roger Vandrey, Ben Olsen, Don Bievenour, IMPD
Officer Joshua Jones, Jerry Traub, Dan Cunningham, IMPD North District
Commander Matt Thomas.

On March 18, six members of Post 3 joined IMPD North
District to. recognize Joshua Jones as their Officer of the
Month for January 2024. Officer Jones’s citation reads in part
as follows:

On January 11th, 2024, North District detectives began
investigating an armed robbery at Best Buy located at 9927
East Washington St and learned that the same suspects had
committed similar thefts in Avon, Indiana a few days prior.
They developed a group of suspects after identifying the
vehicle used during the robbery. On January 14th detectives
were notified about a robbery at Best Buy in Westfield, Indiana.
They contacted Westfield PD and Hamilton County Dispatch
and asked if a Maroon Altima was used and if the item taken
was a PlayStation 5. Continued next page
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Continued from previous page

They [Westfield PD] confirmed and
detectives provided them with vehicle,
plate, and possible suspect information.
Westfield PD had the information
broadcasted and North District officers
spotted the vehicle using FLOCK [FLOCK
safety cameras read license plates and
send instant alerts to law enforcement
when they identify cars stolen or of
interest to the police] coming back into
Marion County. Officer Joshua Jones
A257 continued to check FLOCK and
learned that the suspect vehicle was
around Castleton Square Mall. Officer
Jones located the vehicle in the parking
lot behind Dicks Sporting Goods and was
able to apprehend Derrick Mitchell and
Cortiz Lamont Ellis without incident.
Inside the vehicle in plain view was a
PlayStation 5 still in the original
packaging. Westfield detectives
responded and completed the arrest due
to it [the theft] occurring in Westfield. The
vehicle was towed to Westfield and a
handgun was located inside the vehicle.
On January 17th, Westfield detectives
and FBIl Agent Len Rothernick
interviewed Derrick Mitchell while still in
custody at the Hamilton County Jail.
Mitchell provided a mostly full confession
and admitted to several similar thefts or
robberies in Hendricks, Johnson,
Hamilton, and Marion County Indiana.
Officer Jones was vital in this case
moving forward. Officer Jones working
knowledge of FLOCK and familiarity with
his zone helped clear several cases and
stop a series of crimes that would have
likely continued. Officer Jones attention
to detail and diligence was apparent in
this case. Officer Jones trying to find the
right vehicle, in the vicinity of Castleton
Square Mall on a Sunday, early in the
afternoon was nearly an impossible task.
Knowing the area, Officer Jones used his
available resources, coordinated with his
backup, and made the apprehension.
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IMPD Officer Tyler Colclazier, Officer
of the Month for November, 2023.

By Ben Olsen,
Corresponding Adjutant

From left: IMPD North District Commander Matt Thomas, Jerry Traub,
IMPD Officer Tyler Colclazier, Ben Olsen, Rees Morgan.

On April 23, three members of Post 3 joined IMPD North
District to recognize Tyler Colclazier as their Officer of the
Month for November 2023. This is the second time within a
year that Officer Colclazier has received OOM, and will also be
receiving the IMPD North District Poster [a reward for being
named Officer of the Month more than once during the year: a
colorful, abstract framed portrait of the officer].

Officer Colclazier’s citation reads in part as follows:
Officer Tyler Colclazier sought, located, and took into custody a
homicide suspect armed with a handgun with an extended

magazine just minutes after the homicide.
Continued next page
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Continued from pervious page
On Friday, November 3, 2023, Officer
Tyler Colclazier responded to 2200
Ralston Ave on a report of a person
shot and located a sixteen-year-old
victim shot multiple times [The victim
would later die as a result of his
injuries]. Upon arrival and learning
sufficient assistance was on scene and
that a suspect might still be in the
neighborhood, Officer Colclazier—drove
in the area where witnesses stated the
suspect was last seen and located an
individual at E 25th St and the Monon
Trail, matching the suspect’s exact
description. Officer Colclazier reported
where he was and that he may have the
suspect. Officer Colclazier, realizing the
suspect may still be armed, drew his
handgun, pointed it at the suspect, and
gave the suspect clear commands.
Fortunately the suspect followed Officer
Colclazier’s direction and other officers
arrived to place the suspect in

handcuffs. Officers located two firearms E

on the suspect including a handgun
with an extended magazine.

While the arrest occurred without much |
fanfare, Officer Colclazier put himself in ¢
danger to encounter what he believed
was, and what turned out to be, an
armed individual who had shot
someone just minutes before. In large
part due to Officer Colclazier’s actions,
the suspect was arrested without
anyone getting hurt. An armed suspect
who just shot someone would certainly
meet the definition of “dangerous
adversary”. Seeking out and engaging
that suspect alone would seemingly
qualify as demonstrating “exceptional
courage” by performing a voluntary
course of action in an extremely
dangerous situation while risking
serious bodily injury. End article
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Post Turns Out for North Central
High School Living History Day

By Bill Scott, Adjutant

Seventy-one veterans turned out on April 24 for North Central
High School’s annual Living History Day devoted to veterans
sharing memories and experiences with students as part of their
history studies.

From left: Peter Holtz, Jerry Traub, Bill. Scott, Don Bievenour, Rees
Morgan, Tim Robb and Bill Diehl.

According to Rees Morgan the Post liaison for the event, about
thirty of those veterans were from Post 3. Chris Vermillion,
North Central Social Studies Chair observed that this is the
continuation of a tradition going back twenty-six years, except
for a two-year interruption for Covid. Chris believes this is so
important for students for “...our teachers can’t provide the
perspective that veterans have in times like these with growing
conflict in the world”. Chris continued “..we do this as much for
the veterans as the kids to show them we appreciate them for
their service”. Chris shared that his own family has a long
military tradition with a grandfather who served in WWII and
fought at lwo Jima and several other family members who

served in the military particularly in the Marine Corps.
Continued next page
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Continued from previous page
Living History Day began with veterans
checking in and enjoying coffee and
pastries as they set up their displays.
Over 800 students would pass through
the school library, select an available
table hosted by a veteran and spend
about twenty minutes listening and
asking questions. Most students had
enough time to visit two or thee tables
with a class form to record their
impressions and answers to questions.
Lunch was provided for veterans with
space to gather and visit as they heard
remarks by Chris Vermillion and North
Central principal Adam Azar. Indiana
Senator Tod Young sent a video
greeting for veterans. Chris presented
a special certification of appreciation to
Rees Morgan for his help in reaching
out and encouraging about thirty Post
3 vets to attend.
A few students had the rare
opportunity (covered on WRTV news:
https://www.wrtv.com/news/local-
news/the-last-survivors-wwii-veterans-
share-their-experiences-with-north-
central-students) to spend time with
two vets representing the “Greatest
Generation” of World War Il.  Robert
Begeman, US Navy, and Alex Rearick,
US Army Air Corps, both centenarians,
openly shared their experiences with
students who listened with rapt
attention.
The National WWII Museum estimates
only about 100,000 of America's 16
million World War Il veterans—Iless than
one percent—are still alive.
North Central HS plans to continue and
expand the event next year in the new
Paul Loggan Field House with more
room for more veterans.

Post 3 PPC Peter Holtz talked with North Central students

about his service in the Armor Branch of the US Army.
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Veterans Save The Date! Next year's North Central High alumni and Iraq vefterans Amy Nash
Living History Day will be held on and Eugene Maharry made ready to give back by sharing

Wednesday, April 23, 2025. experiences with students.

End article Photos continued next page
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Reflections of a Prior Post
Commander (PPC)

By Peter Holtz

Though | have seen and participated in a great ¥

number of Change of Command ceremonies while
serving in the Army, | am not familiar with the
customs of the other services and if you served in
the US Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast
Guard, what | am about to share may be unfamiliar to
you also.

In the US Army, the First Sergeant or Command
Sergeant Major receives the guidon or unit flag from
the bearer and passes it to the outgoing commander.
The outgoing commander then passes the guidon or
flag to his or her higher level commander who, after a
brief pause, passes the guidon or flag to the

April 2024 Newsletter

Continued Living History Day photos from previous page

Social Studies Chair Chris Vermillion introduced a
short video-greeting by Indiana Senator Todd Young.

incoming commander. Usually, the new commander gam=

gives a short address and the prior commander says
nothing. In fact, as the ceremony concludes, the old
commander seems to disappear with no fanfare and
little notice.

Here in the American Legion, our Post Commanders
do not usually disappear once their term expires.
Thankfully, the “PPCs” (Prior Post Commanders) stay
in the unit and serve as a resource for the new
commander and often head some portion of the Post
programs.

In John Ford’s 1948 movie “Fort Apache”, Henry
Ford (as LTC Owen Thursday) speaks to John Wayne
(appearing as Captain York) and says “when you
command this regiment, and you probably will,
command it!” That might be how command goes in
the Army, or in Hollywood, but that isn’t the way it's
done in the American Legion.

In my experience, a post commander is more of a
servant leader who helps everyone accomplish their
own goals as well as the unit goals. Servant
leadership is helping others much more than it is
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Chris Vermillion and Leslie Wilson presented a
certificate of appreciation to Rees Morgan for his
long involvement and dedicated support in making

Living History Day a success.
End Living History Day Photos
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about “taking charge” or gaining power. While Indy’s Great Solar Eclipse 2024!
more than a figurehead, the post commander does

not wield uncontested authority. There are a great
number of people within the post with experience
both wide and deep and an executive committee
along with bylaws and limits of how money may be
obligated. These are not limitations, but resources.

| don’t see any of this as a problem. Over the past
two years we have largely recovered from the
adverse impacts of Covid. We have cared for our
membership and expanded our support of
programs - especially Scouting where we
chartered two new units. We sponsored the
National Oratory winner and gave constant support
to the officers of IMPD’s North District. We have
also authorized and researched a technology
upgrade that will soon materialize under the
leadership of Andrew Dodge, our new Post
Commander and the project officer for this effort.

I’d like to encourage all Post 3 members to
consider serving as a vice commander, and post
commander, when you feel the time is right for you.
| think it is an error to assume you must have some
great level of training such as OCS, ROTC, or an Photo courtesy of Brian Cunningham

academy to be successful as a post commander. Post 3 opened its parking lot for members and
You don’t have to bear the “burden of command” families to join hundreds of thousands of other
alone given that you will be surrounded not by spectators in the Indy area in viewing the April 8
subordinates, but by friends. The experience of solar eclipse in its totality. Hope you didn’t miss it,
your predecessors does not quietly disappear, but for the next total eclipse visible from Indiana isn’t
remains available to you should you desire to until Sept 2099!
access it.

N , Editor’s Lair
| thank everyone for giving me an opportunity to

serve as post commander. It has been a real

privilege which | have enjoyed. | thank all of you for By Bill Scott

your kindness and especially for your unflagging

help. | look forward to continued service within our :

post and ever deepening friendships as we ride on This is the second edition of our post newsletter with

together. End article the new look of Post Tidbits. A newsletter is a
community effort and anyone in our membership can
suggest an article. It would be so amazing to tap into
the broad experience of our members and tell some
of the great “Profiles in Service” stories that must be
lurking out there just waiting to be discovered and
shared. If you have an idea for an article you think
might interest, feel free to contact me: 408-250-3053,
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2024/2025 BROAD RIPPLE POST 3 OFFICERS

OFFICERS—ELECTED/APPOINTED POSITIONS

Post Commander

1st Vice Commander
2nd Vice Commander
3rd Vice Commander
Adjutant

Finance Officer
Service Officer

Judge Advocate
Corresponding Adjutant
Sargeant-At-Arms
Historian

Prior Post Commander

Andrew Dodge

Dean Schnellinger
William Schreiner
Andrew May

Bill Scott

Dan Cunningham, PPC
Roger W. Vandrey, PPC
William Diehl, PPC
Ben Olsen, PPC
Jerome E. Traub

Leon Bates

Peter N. Holtz, PPC

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—ELECTED POSITION

Rees D. Morgan, PPC
Fred Steinhoff
VACANT

VACANT

VACANT
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812-756-8429
317-628-6634
317-716-1444
317-717-7013
408-250-3053
317-697-7994
463-298-4525
317-255-6441
317-459-5913
317-850-0844
317-727-6230
317-445-6311

317-245-6298
317-514-8594
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